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] INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING GERMAN ARMY 
MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS IN WAR TIME. 
: The information contained herein is based largely on an official German 
Army publication, "Vorschrirt Wher Wehrmachtirztliche Unter Suchungen im 
Kriego", EDv 252/4, MDv 24844, LDv 5399/4, containing instructions for judging 
physical fitness at "Iiusterungen" (draft examinations), dated 1 April 1944, 
£ Which replaces instructions issued on 8 Dec 1942, 


This has been supplemented with information recently obtained from other 
intelligence sources. 
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1. Regardless of tho optimum physical standards set up by the German army 
in peace timo, down grading has been necessary during the war in order to make 
more men available to the ‘lehrmacht. I+ must be decided during war time what 
degree of usefulness a man, who is eligible for the army, presents, If a mon: 
is not eligible because he is unfit for combat, it must be detormined in what 
capacity he is still useful to the Wehrmacht. \Gefoy at home, or in the 
i occupied areas). It must be decided whether ho is useful for the Wehrmacht 
= _ everywhere and in any capacity, for fighting units on a limited duty status, 

: for the Wehrmacht at home, or whether he is altogether unfit for’ the Wehrmacht. 
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2, Prosont Classification Yystom. 
a. Physically fit individuals are classified into the following © 
gZroupSe 3 


(1) kev. -- Kriegsvorwondungsfihig, This comprises, all in- 
dividuals who are henlthy or have no important defects. they are fit for 
general duty without linitotion.s This corresponds to the "Goneral Assignment" 
status of our own oruye — 


(2) bod. kev, ~~ BedingtkriegsvorwendungsfUhig, Fit for general 

duty under certain conditions. ‘his group usually suffors from cortain | 
physical dofects which ordinarily would male them unfit for front line duty » 
such as, blindness of, or loss of one oye. However, if the other eye is 
normal, the soldier con be clessified kev. Usually the bod. kave's 
are used as supply troops for combat units, in rear areas, on the home front 
in. accordance with special instructions of the Viehrmacht, in occupied coun= 


tries as air raid personnel, etce All bed. kev.'s can be re-examined at 


any time and are subject to classification as KsVe'Se 
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oe (3) save - Arbeitevorwondimgsfihig. Fit fof goneral. Vabisr. 
. Those draftecs aré available only for duty on the home front; Be? aig \ 
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for guard duty in office 


ron wath unkte, , as, HQ company, ge rrison battalions | 


a ta) ez employees and leborers at oll military poste, 


ey With air reid worden units. 


e wy, Indivi duols declared unfit for the Wehrmacht may fall into eithe cate 
P the totloving groups) 0" 5. : Shae oN ae 


ee 8743) Zolle =~ Zeitlich Untaug igliche == Temporarily wath, Tf ab, 
the time of the medical examination, the draftees suffers from a temporary 

_ disease” ‘or ailment, freacture,. ete., which can be cured within . limited time, 
Le aa ‘draftec ‘connot be called into service and is deferred for a limitea period. — en 
he date for a new examination for tho purpose of reclassification must be 4 
pixod (Gees, temporarily unfit, re~exomination after two months). Re-oxomina- 
tion is. carried out after the stated period of deferment to determine whether 
the individual is fit or whother a renowod doformont mst bo granted, the at 
expression z0itlich untouglich (temporarily unfit) applies only to draftees, aa 
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i “cannot be used in any capscity or for any type of servico in the Vohrmacht. a 

oe: the results of the first examination are doubtful, the draftee may be ae 
- submitted to an examination by a specialist. Soldiers who become Weus! s must Aw 

“be discharged from the army immediately, since they may be used more profite : 

ably in the war effort in somo other capacity.’ For determine vtion of their 

- stotus, they nay be admitted to abl hospitals. . This doos not apply equally 
to civilian draftees. 3 ; j salah 
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as, Eobles of Classification, fiat a ieee 


gS Every German civilion physicion or medical officer who Mors for 
oe dente board must act in strict accordence with a "Teble of Cla assification", 
which permits him to classify each individual case. 411 kmowm physical actewes 
_ or diseases aro mentioned snd gro upede Yissases of ¢ the some organ are put ve 
~ (together for convenionce. Hach Segoe groups represonted in ae somo Line Se 
cet the table, is given one nwibor. the diseases as such and the degree of 
severity decide the man’s classification stats, or on easier understands 
Pee ter a portion is reprinted from the some German publications 
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be The top line represents the five classification groups that have 
been discussed before. The next line represents six Get poco” OF disease groups 
and all existing disabilities fall into either one of these six groups. “he 
figure to the left and to the right (47 in our oxemple) indicstes the disability 


number, 
6, Definition. of lovters used in the Tables 


(1) A = This includes minor physical defects, Cege, height wnder 
160 cms,., several bonign skin conditions, iinor allergic symptoms, well-hoaled 
fractures, nervousness, reduced intelligence, cto. 


(2) B - Moderate physicel defects, height under 154 cms.e, benien 
recurrent skin conditions, benign tumors, fracttros heelcd with good fmetional 
results, ptosis, strabismus, perforation of the ear drum, etc. Both A& B groups 
are fully k.v, and can be used as combat troops without liniteoticn 


(3) Z This represents the group with ccute diseases of the skin, 
curable disturbences of development, general.debility efter disease or injury, 
fracture, suspicion oi epilepsy, acute neuritis or arthritis end acute diseases 
of the eye and err, All of them ave classified 2eue - temporsrily unfit. Eo+ 
elassification into the kev. group is possible at % eny times 

(4) L = More serious physical defects are included in this ectegory 
but individuals with such hsendicsps mey be considered under certain conditions. 
‘These defects include hoight uncer 154 cms, sith general Wookness, severe chronic 


diseases of the skin, frostbite, lerge benign tumors, frectures or bone diseases 
resulting in uh houlen Soa OF ee can veda evtocks of gout, mental dew 
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chronic sinusitis, een goiser, Deer Pe essential hypertension, otCes 
Certein L" eceses can be classified keV» at tho discretion of the modical of- 
Dicer, Or if the draftceo volunteers for ite 


(5) U- Unteuslich. This includes endocrine disturbances, lete 
luetic symptoms, malignant cumors, serious or progressive diseases of the. boneS »y 
ehronic blood diseases like leuliomia, pernicious anemia, epileptic fits, blind» 
néss of one eye, ctc.e. These aro usuelly aeve (Arbeitevern rondumgsfthic), Pit for 
general labor but incurable, 


(6) VU + Voilkomen, ' untauglich. This includes complete blindnoss, 
deafness, severe disoasos or tlio o Ssophigus, severe chronic discasos of the heart 
or kidnoys, tuberculosis, loss of both arms or legs, ete. This means that the 


‘individual is not able to perform eny type of duty. 


d. Practical examples of how the table works aro as follovs: 


(1) A man reports to tho draft board for his physicel examninetion. 
The examination reveals thet he has somo calcified. lung fock and some plouritic 
adhesionss tlhe medical offacer now looks into his table (sce above) and finds 
this deficioncy listed. as an 4 deficicney, disability no. 47. ‘hat puts tho 
draftees automatically into tho KeVe groupe 


(2) The next roporting draftees. may suffer from a progressive in» 
fectious tuberculosis. the medical officer would agein find this condition under 
disability no, 47, but this time in the vU column, he top of the colurm in» 
dicates the man's classification status as Wee = Unfit for dutye 


(3) Certein discases can be listed as U or vU deficiencies depending 
on the severity of the condition, so that the last two colwms of tho clessifica- 
tion table would look like this: - 


PBEITSVERENDUNGS- | WRARU WEAUGLICH 
PAHIG | 
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BronchialeAsthma with constent acdoies 
and with pauls ans severe interference 
of the men's working ability. 
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his : shows es Ahh iinas NOs 48, bronchialeasthma, conbe a U deficiency in 
_ which case the draftees shoulc be classified ®8:V.e = fit for general labor. How 
A ever, if the condition is very severe, it con also bo a vJ deficioncy, in ty 
_ which case the man would be classifiod waue ~ unfit for ‘duty. In such & cnse “a 
_ the physical deficiency and the dogree of it; combined with considerstion for 
the kind of duty thet this man should porform, form the decisive factor in his 
furthor clossifioation. The medical officer has very little leeway in deciding 
a men's status ond must act in strict accordance with these tables. Hach time 
A Ae decides on fitnoss or unfitness of a draftoe or volunteer, the columm and 
number of the Rereakonny that disqualifies aman and a which he bases his 
ements must be quoted from the deficiency table. /.¢,, 


Hoven Schule wu 48 me oie en etonetibh). 


, Pi secininicvien by higher medical cuthorities are cormon and changes in a 
men's status are fresuent. ; ° 


a Reports, 


: At the end of cach induction period, the chief physician of every ‘ins 

~ duction bosrd should roport on important observations to the surgeon of tho 
Wehrkreis (army district or service command) in which he works, ‘he surgeons of 
' Wehrkreise report to the Chief Surgeon of the army, expressing their own criti- 
eal viewpoints, <A stebistical report obout the results of the medical examinae 
- tion may be ordered from time to tine, 
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Be Previous Gorman ¢ classification s sy stons.e 


a. In the spring of 1939 the Yehrmacht had 7 mediccl categories: 


(2434, t0.8 Wat for services 
(2) 4, 5 evi "“carrison duty only". 

6 . av "work dotails only". ' ' 
(4) 7% wa (unfit for military sarvice ) | 


De In the winter of 1941 the following changes were medo, 


ve ae as | 
3 2g see ~ literclly translated "gerrison duty field", ee 
included service in linc companies, but oe 
men were not supposed to bo used as coibat 
troopse 


(3) 3 gv - "garrison duty home". this included all 
occupied territories. 
ra} 4 av 


¢. in the sumer of 1943 the terms gvil and gvF were dropped completely. 
The categories now were: 


(1) kev 
2 kvl (e.g. a stiff elbow), Field Army, non conbat. 
(3 kv2 (stiff elbow and use of one hand enly): Field 4rmy, 


non combea 

(4) kyvS ‘(Qees. stiff ‘ae use of one hand, use of one 
ear): garrison duty s 

(5) av 

6) WUs 


ds " the spring of 1944 categories kvl; kve and kvS were classified 
"gombet duty". 
@. In appears that since the class kv was seriously depleted befare 
1 April 1944, the former class gv! was upgre ded to kv and so on down the 7 ins. 
A man with only one eye, e6.g+, was formerly classified evi but is now clossified 
bed. kv ~ kv under certain conditions, re) r, ie the “eyesight on the oshner 
eye is s normal, PW who had lost his right eye herd been wounded twice and who had 
maleria was still classifiod bed, kv., before bging captured. 


6, Yeterioration in the physical standards of the Germsn army aro indicated 
by the following: 
a, A?W states thet neerly all personnel sre now being placed eithes 
in the kv or the bed, kv categories, regerdloss of physical condition or state 
of health, In recont ‘eall=ups for the people's army {Volksstiurm), g-oss 
physical defects! and diseeses have been ignored and candidates who ordinarily 
would never pass are now ecceptbed for full or limited front line duty. In some 


‘instances individuals have been accepted for some type of military duty while 


suffering from mental deficiency, serious skeletal deformities, epileptiform 
seizures, serious skin disorders, incurable growths, deafness, and defects of 


‘sight. he report indicates that Hitler himself hes become vitelly interested 


in the problem and had issued orders to all medical officers that they must be 
very strict in enforcing the new regulations, demanding that every individual 
do the utmost of which he is physically capable, The Wn felt that this ordsr 


is being carried out to tne extrene, that people must serve in the army regard- 


less of physical disability. fhe seme source gives the following instructions 
as to the disvosition of officers after bbsdivcteniiee: 


"Al1 officers who are kv on the dey of their discharge should be ree 
turned immediately to their respective reserve units, rot to any course for 
convalescent officers.": 


b. According to a recent OKW Order, German army doctors heve again 
been instructed to lower medical stendards in inducting men into the army. 
Some of the conditions of the order are, 


(1) Enileptics will no longer be exempted. 


(2) Men who have lost an army or.,a leg will no longer be discharge: 


from the service, but will be on duty with rear ccholons, 


(3) Men with stomech discases will be declared ready for duty 
at once. thoy will receive a special diet in their battalion kitchen. 


(4) Mon stricken with malaria are not to be sent to hospitals 
except in the most severe cases but are to be treated by the doctor of their 


unit ° 
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ee ee ee: are. nearsighted, aed of eee who have “speech 
cain diseases: of ony: ‘kind are fit fox. duty. 


Y re) Before all ‘exeminebions oe siigeeiie or discharge, the eran. 
di ctor is given to understend how many of the exemined persons mst bo Me. 
d rit for service. In the younger classes, this percentage anaes : 


ts (7) len who come to ala idenn ity a doctor's certificate ren 
punishnont . 


. . (8) Men who have been tnpabnonboa Pov army ‘sorvice will be 
gis red for war work re they are given an official i araiec ay 
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Cex. Stomach Garucliaia. | A further deterioration of pleess tunes ban 
pan ras is indicated in recent "Instructions for the “rmy Military Service" — 
Assue in Vehrkreis VI (ilnstor-Westphalon), dated 10 June 1944, which statods 


"Patients with stone.ch discases, who nood a diet, should be 
dtetoly discharged and transforred to a *Stomach Reserve and Training 

" ee Since the continuation of the necessary diet is guarantoed in the ae 
Pies, Pettavion, all "Stomach Units' will be made kmowm within a short time, ae 
} wk exist in all “ehrkreisos Stomach casos that commot be discharged into pe 


aon Batiel ions. So called Har Battalions have been formed in all oe 
To All personnel with serious ear conditions aro being incorporated si 
ae ee these battalions. this includes perforstions of the ear drum, chose orogens y 
serious loss of hearing, complete loss of hearing in one ear with 507% on one 

3 Monicre! s Syndromo 3 chronic otitis media, otc. 
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